MAHATMA GANDHI AT RABIN0RANATH*S  SANTlNIKETAN
And patience at last brought about an easy yet rational
solution. A few days afterwards the students and teachers
agreed to drop this experiment which in the sphere of
education was a mixture of virtues and defects. What
Gandhiji says about it is worthy of attention:
The experiment was, however, dropped after some
time.' I am of opinion that the famous institution lost
nothing by having conducted the experiment for a brief
interval, and some of the experiences gained could not
but be of help to the teachers.
Very dear to Santiniketan is the memory of this first
attempt to develop its Asram spirit which was the result
of Gandhiji's association with it for only a few days.
Phalgun 26 of every year is observed in Santiniketan as
Gandhi Punyaha in memory of this experiment.
An important affair took Gandhiji away to Rangoon on
11 March. Twenty days later he returned and on 3 April
he and his party started for Hardwar on the occasion of the
Kumbha mela. His students had been called upon to join
the volunteer corps there. 'Our stay in Santiniketan had
taught us that the scavanger's work would be our special
function in India/ Gandhiji himself was anxious to meet
Mahatma Munshiram, better known as Swami Sraddha-
nanda, in his Gurukul Asram there and become acquainted
with his ideals.
Mahatmaji's first visit to Santiniketan has been described '
here in detail because few remember it nowadays and
because its memory always worked as an inspiration and
enlivened his subsequent visits. As a matter of fact he began
calling Santiniketan his second home ever since that day.
He used to come to Santiniketan just like one of its inmates,
for, its association with the memories of Barodada,
Gurudev, Pearson and Andrews made it more than a mere
guest-house to him.
1920. On 13 September, Gandhiji, by this time the
adored 'Mahatma' of the nation, came to Santiniketan for
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